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BIO: 

Ms. Comella is currently serving as 

co-founder and CEO of Stemlogix, 

LLC and has extensive experience in 

stem cell field.  Ms. Comella has over 

12 years’ experience in corporate en-

tities with expertise in regenerative 

medicine, training and education, re-

search, product development, and 

senior management.  Ms. Comella 

has been a member of the Bioheart 

Inc. senior management team since 

2004 and is currently serving as the 

Chief Scientific Officer.  Bioheart is a 

publically traded company focusing 

on the discovery, development and 

commercialization of autologous cell 

therapies for the treatment of chronic 

and acute heart damage and periph-

eral vascular disease. Ms. Comella 

was appointed as Bioheart’s Vice 

President of R&D and Corporate De-

velopment in December 2008. Since 

joining Bioheart in September 2004, 

she has played a major role in man-

aging the product development, 

manufacturing and quality systems. In 

addition, Ms. Comella is currently and 

actively serving on multiple boards in 

the stem cell arena. She is co-founder 

and Chief Scientific Officer of the 

Ageless Regenerative Institute. The 

Ageless and Stemlogix Programs in-

volve education, training, technology 

and support in delivering regenerative 

medicine to clinicians and veterinari-

ans. Ms. Comella has over ten years 

of cell culturing experience including 

building and managing the stem cell 

laboratory at Tulane University's Cen-

ter for Gene Therapy. She also de-

veloped stem cell therapies for os-

teoarthritis at Osiris Therapeutics. Ms. 

Comella holds an M.S. in Chemical 

Engineering from The Ohio State Uni-

versity and a B.S. in Chemical Engi-

neering from the University of South 

Florida. 

 

About Stemlogix, LLC: 

Our mission is to define, standardize 

and advance the field of veterinary 

regenerative medicine by offering the 

highest quality technology, training 

and research. 

Interview conducted by: 

Lynn Fosse, Senior Editor 

CEOCFO Magazine 

 

CEOCFO: Ms. Comella, what was the 

vision when you founded the com-

pany and where are you today?   

Ms. Comella: I am actually a stem 

cell scientist and I began working with 

stem cells in 1998. I have worked with 

a variety of different stem cells and I 

was primarily focused on bringing 

stem cell therapies to human medi-

cine. Yet, in order to do so, I had to 

do a variety of different animal stud-

ies testing these different types of 

stem cells. What we had discovered 

along the way is that we could utilize 

these stem cells, not only in human 

medicine, but also in animal medi-

cine. In particular, adipose or fat de-

rived stem cells have been shown to 

be very beneficial in a variety of dif-

ferent indications and that we could 

apply this to both horses and small 

animals, like dogs and cats. There-

fore, the vision was that we could take 

the science that we had learned along 

the way while trying to bring stem cell 

therapy or regenerative medicine to 

the human market and apply this to 

the veterinary space. We have been 

in business for about two years. Dur-

ing this time we have successfully 

treated horses and dogs and in some 

cases cats suffering from different 

orthopedic type injuries, and more 

recently for different degenerative 

type diseases outside of orthopedics. 

We have had great success so far.    

 

CEOCFO: Could you tell me a little 

about the animal medicine market or 

the veterinary market? 
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Ms. Comella: In the veterinary medi-

cine market there is an opportunity to 

study new therapies with less regula-

tory restrictions. Therefore, we have 

an opportunity to bring some of these 

cutting edge type therapies such as 

regenerative medicine, or stem cell 

therapy, to patients, where on the 

human side there are limitations due 

to FDA regulations. As a result we are 

learning different things about how to 

apply these stem cell therapies or 

regenerative medicine therapies to 

the veterinary space. I think that there 

is a willingness and an opportunity 

from the veterinarians to take medi-

cines that are a little less well known 

and bring that to the market faster. 

We also have opportunities to study 

some of the different therapies in clin-

ical trials in the best space and at-

tempt to do things that we would not 

necessarily be able to do on the hu-

man side. There is a little bit of a dif-

ference between regenerative medi-

cine and stem cell therapy. Regenera-

tive medicine can be considered the 

“overall umbrella”. Underneath regen-

erative medicine you can place stem 

cell therapy as one option. I think that 

eventually we will begin to speak only 

of regenerative medicine and not just 

stem cell therapy, because we will 

begin to combine different types of 

regenerative medicine, including stem 

cell therapy that can make a full pack-

age treatment for the patient. As an 

example, we would combine stem cell 

therapy plus enhancers, gene ther-

apy, or other biologics. We will utilize 

various techniques and this entire 

package will become regenerative 

medicine as a whole. That is the fo-

cus and the vision for Stemlogix. 

 

CEOCFO: What is an example of 

some of the specific things you are 

treating with what you have found?  

Ms. Comella: Our primary focus, to 

date, has been in orthopedics. We 

might treat a patient who has more of 

a chronic condition, such as os-

teoarthritis or hip dysplasia, where 

they have had this for many years 

and they have got pain and difficulty 

in moving. Or we might treat a more 

acute type of injury, such as where 

they have had an ACL tear or an in-

jury and a lesion in a ligament which 

does not allow them to be mobile. The 

stem cells can be quite successful in 

both of those indications. More re-

cently, we have looked at “compas-

sionate use” type cases, where we are 

using stem cells in degenerative type 

diseases outside of orthopedics. The 

stem cells have been utilized in things 

like limb ischemia or diabetes. They 

can also be used in lung dysfunction 

or heart dysfunction.  So far, we have 

done it only as a compassionate use 

type indication, so we do not have 

large bodies of data. However, we do 

have very nice results in the small 

amount of data that we have obtained 

to date.   

 

CEOCFO: Do you have products now 

that are for sale to veterinarians or 

are you still in the testing stage? 

Ms. Comella: In the veterinary mar-

ket we do have products that are for 

sale. We have equipment that can be 

utilized to process stem cells and vet-

erinarians will purchase our equip-

ment, and then they can purchase a 

kit, which can be used to make stem 

cells from that patient’s tissue sample. 

For example, a dog that has hip dys-

plasia would come in and the veteri-

narian would take a small sample of 

the fat tissue from the dog. They 

would then use our kit to process that 

fat tissue to obtain stem cells. Then 

those stem cells would be directly 

injected into the effected hip joints of 

the dog. Therefore, our product in-

cludes the equipment and the kit 

which is used. We also have other 

products that are used in combination 

with that. If an animal owner chooses 

to save stem cells from their animals 

when they are a baby and they are 

going to be getting spayed or neu-

tered, they could take a sample of 

their tissue and send it to our labora-

tories and we can provide banking. In 

the same way that a parent might 

bank the umbilical cord we can also 

bank the stem cells for their animals.  

 

CEOCFO: What is the competitive 

landscape like for you? Is there much 

else out there in your arena?   

Ms. Comella: It is a fairly young and 

new field, so there is somewhat lim-

ited competition at this point. How-

ever, we do have a couple of compa-

nies that are doing similar types of 

things that we are. In our case, we 

offer a system, which can be placed 

in the clinic of the physician and is on-

site to the patient. There is another 

company that does processing of tis-

sue off site and then they send the 

stem cells back to the patient. Then 

there is another company that is 

based out of Australia and there is a 

company that has licensed that tech-

nique out of Australia and brought it to 

the US market. In the U.S., we are 

one of the only companies that offer 

this type of therapy with scientists 

who have developed it and scientists 

who are actually owners in the com-

pany, in the US.   

 

CEOCFO: Are most vets on board 

with regenerative medicine or are 

they still a little leery?     

Ms. Comella: I would say that most 

vets are still leery of regenerative 

medicine and new techniques in gen-

eral. We have really only penetrated 

a very small portion of the market to 

date. It is very difficult to bring new 

therapies in because there is a lack of 

data available and there is a lack of 

understanding. Therefore, we spend 

the majority of our time educating 

practitioners about regenerative medi-

cine in general and helping them to 

understand how these different and 

new techniques will work. There is not 

really existing market that we can tap 

into. This is a market that we are 

building as we go.      

 

CEOCFO: How do you reach the vets 

and let them know what is happening 

and engage them?  

Ms. Comella: In order to bring the 

information to the vets we will typi-

cally provide scientific presentations. 

We will go to conferences, write sci-

entific articles and try to educate the 

veterinary community about some of 

these different techniques. The other 

good news about this type of therapy 

is that there is a lot of interest in the 

media. Therefore, we do get media 

attention about stem cell therapies 

and the different case studies that we 

have been able to complete.   

 

CEOCFO: What is happening day to 

day at Stemlogix? 

Ms. Comella: We do have a labora-

tory, so we are developing new prod-

ucts. We have a lot of product devel-
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“I believe that regenerative medicine, as a 

whole, is going to change the field of medicine 

as we know it. This is the beginning. There is 

going to be a lot of open opportunity in this 

space and Stemlogix is a leader because we 

are a company that has the actual scientists 

who have developed all of these processes. We 

are going to continue to develop new tech-

niques and products. This is really just the be-

ginning for us.”- Kristin Comella 

opment ongoing.  We are also provid-

ing products for our customers, so we 

have shipping and receiving of prod-

ucts. We do quite a bit of traveling 

and training. We will go on site to dif-

ferent veterinary practices and get 

them up and running, and then of 

course, sales; trying to gain new cus-

tomers.    

 

CEOCFO: Is Stemlogix funded to do 

the push that you would like?     

Ms. Comella: As far as funding goes, 

we certainly would like to have more 

money to do some of these 

different projects. There are 

many things that are shelved 

at this point because we do 

not have the funding for it 

that we could be doing. In 

the one sense we are looking 

to raise some capital to ex-

pand on some of the devel-

opment work that we have 

got, and also to make a big-

ger marketing push so that 

we can reach a greater por-

tion of the market. That is certainly 

the dream of the leadership of the 

company.      

 

CEOCFO: Is veterinary medicine in 

favor with the investment community 

these days?    

Ms. Comella: I think everyone is hav-

ing a little bit of a tough time with the 

investment community. It is just a 

tough time to be raising money. In our 

case, we do not want to necessarily 

pick a bad investment.  We are not so 

desperate that we cannot function if 

we do not pick up an investment. We 

can wait for a strategic partner or the 

right investment to bring us to that 

next level.  

 

CEOCFO: What have you found most 

exciting as you have developed the 

company. What surprised you most?     

Ms. Comella: Veterinary medicine is 

one of the most rewarding things you 

can do. We have received some of 

the most beautiful letters from pet 

owners, thanking us for giving them 

their best friend back and seeing dogs 

who have not been able to be mobile 

for many years back to doing things 

that they have done when they were a 

puppy; such as jumping on furniture, 

going up and down the stairs, greeting 

their owners at the door. It is just one 

of the most rewarding things that you 

can do as a scientist. 

 

CEOCFO: Why should investors and 

people in the business community pay 

attention to Stemlogix?     

Ms. Comella: I believe that regenera-

tive medicine, as a whole, is going to 

change the field of medicine as we 

know it. This is the beginning. There 

is going to be a lot of open opportu-

nity in this space and Stemlogix is a 

leader because we are a company 

that has the actual scientists who 

have developed all of these 

processes. We are going to 

continue to develop new 

techniques and products. 

This is really just the begin-

ning for us. For any sort of 

investor or someone in the 

business community looking 

for something that is going 

to have excellent growth 

opportunities; we will be the 

company that has that. 

Stemlogix is a company that 

is not just a one-trick-pony. We have 

many different products that can be 

utilized in combination with some of 

the different therapies that are cur-

rently ongoing. Because we do not 

have the limitations of the FDA as is 

the case with some of the human 

types of therapies, we have the 

chance to grow very rapidly and move 

quickly into the market. This is going 

to be a company to watch. 
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