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BIO: 

Simon Chin, MBA, President, CEO and 

Founder, has two decades of U.S. and 

international management experience in 

general administration, sales and market-

ing, technology development, and manu-

facturing within the biotechnology and 

semiconductor industries. He is the co-

inventor of Iris’s patented predictive 

medicine platform. Prior to Iris, Mr. Chin 

was the CEO and Founder of DNA Labo-

ratories where he developed key DNA 

chip technologies; he also held manage-

ment positions at DuPont and other lead-

ing companies. 

 

He has served on the board of directors of 

various organizations including BA-

CUS/SPIE, the semiconductor photomask 

industry organization, and the Saratoga 

Rotary Club. He was also a Finance 

Commissioner in the City of Saratoga. He 

currently serves on the board of directors 

of the YMCA of Silicon Valley ($60 mil-

lion budget) and he is an advisory board 

member of Santa Clara University’s Ig-

natian Center.  

 

Mr. Chin has an MBA from Santa Clara 

University and a B.S. in Chemical Engi-

neering from the University of California, 

Berkeley, where he was an Alumni 

Scholar. 

 

Company Profile: 

Iris BioTechnologies Inc., located in 

Santa Clara, CA, is a life sciences com-

pany dedicated to creating a novel ap-

proach to monitor gene and protein ac-

tivities in order to identify the ideal treat-

ment solution for patients. By categoriz-

ing individuals according to their mo-

lecular signatures and personal profiles, 

the company accurately determines the 

optimal medical solution for each indi-

vidual patient through a proprietary in-

formatics system called BioWindows. 

The company’s continually expanding 

database, in addition to their development 

of the BreastCancerChip

TM

, ColonCan-

cerChip

TM

, ComprehensiveCancer-

Chip

TM

, NeuroChip

TM

, CardioChip

TM

, 

and MetabolicChip

TM

 adds to their exten-

sive product pipeline. 

 

Interview conducted by: 

Lynn Fosse, Senior Editor 

CEOCFOinterviews.com 

 

CEOCFO: Mr. Chin, what was the vi-

sion when you founded Iris BioTechnol-

ogies, and where are you today? 

Mr. Chin: The idea of founding Iris was 

so that people could use advanced tech-

nologies to personalize the treatment of 

disease. It became very clear to us in the 

late 90s that diagnostic procedures were 

inadequate without a solid evaluation of 

the genes involvement in common dis-

eases.  

 

CEOCFO: What are the components of 

your technology? 

Mr. Chin: Our technology has two com-

ponents; one component is a silicon chip 

called the Nano-biochip. The chip has 

different molecules, DNA, mRNA, mi-

croRNA or protein molecules that are 

used to detect the activity of genes and 

proteins in the patient. That is one aspect 

of what we do. The other aspect has to do 

with our BioWindows medical infor-

matics system that keeps track of a per-

son’s personal medical history, family 

medical history, lifestyle, and medical 

treatment responses as well as the genetic 

information from the Nano-biochip. All 

of that information is combined in order 

to place patients into specific subgroups. 

By placing people into similar groups you 

can see what has worked best for any 

specific group and treat new patients in 

the most efficacious manner. 

 

CEOCFO: Is your BioWindows basically 

informational? 

Mr. Chin: Our BioWindows medical 

informatics system keeps track of hun-

dreds of parameters including childhood 



diseases and exposure to different envi-

ronmental stress factors. It also includes 

the different diseases that people have 

acquired during their lives as well as 

within the extended family for several 

generations. So when you combine a per-

son’s life dynamic factors with the activi-

ties of the genes and proteins, that helps 

you to focus in on how best to treat the 

patient.  

 

CEOCFO: Where are your products to-

day in the development and usage stages? 

Mr. Chin: BioWindows was launched in 

2008 on Mother’s Day with our Cancer 

Analysis and Prevention Project. A year 

ago we added Health Passport to the sys-

tem that allows clients to store and access 

their personal medical information any-

where in the world. Health Passport is a 

HIPPA compliant, web based medical 

information storage system, which allows 

users to grant selective or full sharing 

capability to physicians or family mem-

bers. BioWindows would enable the 

medical treatment to be tailored so that 

you can provide the right medical treat-

ment for the right person at the 

right time. 

 

Also, we are preparing to 

launch our first chip to analyze 

breast cancer with a colon can-

cer chip to follow.  

 

CEOCFO: There has been a lot of talk 

about health passports, are people really 

ready for this and the privacy issues that 

go along with it? 

Mr. Chin: I think Francis Collins, the 

head of the National Institute of Health 

(NIH), said it best, and this is a direct 

quotation from him, “If we learn more 

about individuals risk from the family 

history, do DNA testing and understand 

environmental exposure, we should be 

able to come up with recommendations 

that are more personalized. I think people 

are ready for that and I think people are 

hungry for that.” I think his statements 

pretty much summarizes where we are as 

a society. 

 

CEOCFO: Who is using health pass-

ports? 

Mr. Chin: The simple answer to your 

question is patients and physicians but I 

think it is important for your readers to 

understand that anyone in the world, 

healthy or sick, can use the system. The 

patients can enter the information into 

the system that includes their mammo-

grams, MRIs, x-rays, blood tests, as well 

as lifestyle. There are hundreds of pa-

rameters that we keep track of. Whether 

they smoke or drink, what they eat, the 

types of cleaning agents they use in the 

home or whether they have been exposed 

to different types of chemicals in their 

line of work. All of the factors that can 

impact health, we track in our BioWin-

dows medical informatics system. 

 

CEOCFO: How do people find out about 

you? 

Mr. Chin: The best, most informative 

way is through our web site 

www.irisbiotech.com. A big focus of our 

web site is genomic education and per-

sonalized medicine for the laymen. We 

pride ourselves on keeping things simple 

and user friendly. 

 

CEOCFO: Would you tell us about your 

new patents and your patent protected 

portfolio in general? 

Mr. Chin: One of the patents pertains to 

our BioWindows medical informatics 

system that I just talked about. The other 

patent that was just approved in Canada 

and already approved in the U.S. focuses 

on using specific chemical probes that 

allow us to capture the genetic activity of 

specific genes of interest in patients in a 

way that is more accurate. Our probes are 

more specific and selective, which is very 

important when you are trying to detect a 

patient’s molecular signature. So it is an 

important step for us. 

 

CEOCFO: Who is using the various 

chips, including your BreastCancer-

Chip™ and ColonCanerChip™ and 

where are you in rolling out the utiliza-

tion of those products? 

Mr. Chin: Right now, we are gearing up 

to go from product development to prod-

uct commercialization. We have already 

built an advanced manufacturing system 

in order to make our BreastCancer-

Chip™, ColonCancerChip™, and a 

number of other chips as well.  

CEOCFO: How does your background 

fit into the commercialization area, and 

how is Iris ready for that next step? 

Mr. Chin: Most of my career I have been 

in a corporate environment; in many of 

the years in a multinational company. I 

had seen how companies operate on a 

large scale and I have had experience 

both in terms of field marketing and 

managing a global network of distributors 

as well as doing product launches on a 

global scale. So I have experience from 

technology development, to manufactur-

ing and product launch as well as global 

sales. I have a great team with experience 

in launching products worldwide as well. 

 

CEOCFO: What is the financial picture 

like for Iris BioTechnologies today? 

Mr. Chin: From the very beginning we 

have been able to successfully raise all the 

funds that we needed in order to grow the 

company and we have continued to meet 

that trend. 

 

CEOCFO: What is the timetable a year 

or two down the line, what will be un-

folding? 

Mr. Chin: A year or two down 

the line many more people 

around the world will know 

about Iris. Many people will 

benefit from our new products 

and services in using not only our 

BreastCancerChip or ColonCancerChip, 

but people that have neurological disor-

ders and cardiovascular diseases as well 

as metabolic diseases such as diabetes.  

 

CEOCFO: Why should potential inves-

tors pick Iris BioTechnologies? 

Mr. Chin: If you look at what is unique 

about Iris, it is that the platform that we 

are introducing is new, in terms of both 

looking at the genes, proteins, and the 

molecular signatures in conjunction with 

a person’s personal life dynamic factors. 

There is no other company in the world 

that is doing it today. First, by combining 

these two it can give you a much more 

powerful approach to personalize and 

target the medical treatment. As more 

patients use the system the more accurate 

the system becomes. The second thing is 

the recent decision invalidating the pat-

ents on genes. That ruling is very signifi-

cant because it opens up another multi-

billion dollar market for Iris. So that is 

another positive thing that is happening 

All of the factors that can impact health, we 

track in our BioWindows medical informatics 

system. - Simon S. M. Chin, MBA 



out there. The third thing is the new 

healthcare reform law that includes a 

section on creating an Independent Pa-

tient Centered Outcome Research Insti-

tute. This institute will evaluate the utility 

and effectiveness of medical products and 

services by focusing on race, ethnicity, 

sex, age, and so on, as well as looking at 

genetic and molecular subtypes. This 

legislation is an historic vote for the prin-

ciple of personalized medicine, and is 

well aligned with Iris’s Nano-biochips 

and BioWindows medical informatics 

system. 

Finally, on May 21, the U.S. Government 

announced they are awarding $1B to 

small research companies by October 29, 

2010. The program is targeted at projects 

that show significant potential to produce 

new therapies, address unmet medical 

needs, reduce the long-term growth of 

health care costs and advance the goal of 

curing cancer within the next 30 years. 

Iris BioTechnologies (IRSB.OB) is a per-

fect candidate that meets all of the pro-

gram requirements. The company will 

apply for at least $5 million. 

 

Under the American Recovery and Rein-

vestment Act of 2009, taxpayers could 

exclude 75% of the gain from the sale of 

small business stock held for more than 

five years. This applies to stock acquired 

after enactment and before January 1, 

2011. So, this is a good time to invest in 

Iris. 

 

CEOCFO: So we are ready for personal-

ized medicine and you are ready to help 

with it. 

Mr. Chin: Absolutely! 
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